Appl. No. 09/996,328 

Reply dated June 3, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 6, 2005 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims to read as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A water dispenser, comprising: 

a) a cabinet having upper and lower end portions and an interior; 

b) the upper end portion of the cabinet having a cover with an opening for receiving 
and holding a bottle of water to be dispensed; 

c) reservoir contained within the cabinet, the reservoir containing water with a water 
surface; 

d) one or more spigots in fluid communication with the reservoir for dispensing 
water, each spigot having a manually operable valve handle that opens the spigot to dispense 
water from the spigot; 

e) a refrigeration system for cooling water within the reservoir; 

f) a diffuser for emitting bubbles into the reservoir, said diffuserbeing a porous body 
having pores and contained within the reservoir that generates bubbles of a size that is defined 
by the size of the pores; 

g) an ozone generator housing supported next to the cabinet housing , said housing 
having an ozone generator inside the housing and air flow lines for transmitting air to and from 
the housing interior; and 

h) a timer that activates the ozone generator for a selected time interval. 
2-4 (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 1 wherein the reservoir 
includes a generally vertical sidewall and the diffuser is a ring rs positioned to discharge bubbles 
against the sidewall so that the sidewall is scrubbed with ozone bubbles during use. 

6. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 1 wherein the ozone 
generator generates sufficient ozone bubbles to sterilize the water in the reservoir by bubbling 
air upwardly a distance of just a few inches. 
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7. (original) The water dispenser of claim 1 further comprising means for enabling 
the ozone generator to continue to generate air flow into said ozone generator housing and air 
diffuser via first and second air flow lines for selected time after the ozone generator has been 
deactivated. 

8. (original) The water dispenser of claim 1 further comprising a transformer for 
generating high voltage electricity for the ozone generator. 

9. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 1 wherein the opening is a 
water inlet opening and defines a replenishing means that includes a central water inlet and a the 
diffuser ring is spaced horizontally away from the water inlet. 

10 - 18 (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) A cooled water dispenser, comprising: 

a) a cabinet having a contained water dispensing system that includes a water source, 
a reservoir, a porous diffuser having pores for emitting ozone bubbles, and a dispensing spigot; 

b) a refrigeration system for cooling water contained in the water dispensing system; 

c) an ozone generator housing supported by the cabinet, said housing having an 
ozone generator inside the housing and air flow lines for transmitting air to and from the housing 
interior; 

d) a blower for generating air flow; 

e) a first air flow line connecting the blower and the housing interior; 

f) a second air flow line connecting the housing interior with the porous diffuser; 

and 

g) means for adding ozone to the water dispensing system when the spigot is 
operated, said means including the ozone generator, blower, porous diffuser, and flow lines ; 

h) wherein the diffuser generates bubbles of a size that is defined by the size of the 
pores of the diffuser. 

20. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 1 9 wherein the diffuser is a 
ring is positioned around the side of the reservoir at the bottom of the reservoir. 
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2 1 . (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 20 +9 wherein the diffuser ring 
is generally circular. 

22. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 20 +9 wherein the reservoir 
has a center portion and the diffuser ring has openings positioned to direct air emissions from the 
center portion of the reservoir. 

23. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 20 i9 wherein the reservoir 
includes a generally vertical sidewall and the diffuser ring is positioned to discharge bubbles 
against the sidewall so that the sidewall is scrubbed with ozone bubbles during use. 

24. (original) The water dispenser of claim 1 9 wherein the ozone generator generates 
sufficient ozone to sterilize the water in the reservoir by bubbling air upwardly a distance of just 
a few inches. 

25 . (original) The water dispenser of claim 1 9 further comprising means for enabling 
the ozone generator to continue to generate air flow into said ozone generator housing and air 
diffuser via first and second air flow lines for selected time after the ozone generator has been 
deactivated. 

26. (original) The water dispenser of claim 19 further comprising a transformer for 
generating high voltage electricity for the ozone generator. 

27. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 19 further comprising a 
wh e r e in the replenishing means that includes a central water inlet and the diffuser ring is spaced 
horizontally away from the water inlet. 

28-61 (canceled) 

62. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 6 wherein bubbles rise 
upwardly a distance of between about two and ten inches. 

63. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 6 wherein bubbles rise 
upwardly a distance of between about four and eight inches. 

64. (previously presented) A water dispenser, comprising: 

a) a cabinet having upper and lower end portions and an interior; 



Page 5 of 12 



Appl. No. 09/996,328 

Reply dated June 3, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 6, 2005 

b) the upper end portion of the cabinet having a cover with an opening for receiving 
and holding a bottle of water to be dispensed; 

c) reservoir contained within the cabinet, the reservoir containing water with a water 
surface; 

d) one or more spigots in fluid communication with the reservoir for dispensing 
water, each spigot having a manually operable valve handle that opens the spigot to dispense 
water from the spigot; 

e) a diffuser for emitting bubbles into the reservoir, said diffuser being a porous body 
contained within the reservoir; 

f) an ozone generator housing supported next to the housing, said housing having 
an ozone generator inside the housing and air flow lines for transmitting air to and from the 
housing interior; and 

g) a timer that activates the ozone generator for a selected time interval and then 
deactivates the ozone generator after the selected time interval expires. 

65 - 67 (canceled) 

68. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 64 wherein the reservoir 
includes a generally vertical sidewall and the diffuser ring is positioned to discharge bubbles 
against the sidewall so that the sidewall is scrubbed with ozone bubbles during use. 

69. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 64 wherein the ozone 
generator generates sufficient ozone to sterilize the water in the reservoir by bubbling air 
upwardly a distance of just a few inches. 

70. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 64 further comprising means 
for enabling the ozone generator to continue to generate air flow into said ozone generator 
housing and air diffuser via first and second air flow lines for selected time after the ozone 
generator has been deactivated. 

71. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 64 further comprising a 
transformer for generating high voltage electricity for the ozone generator. 
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72. (currently amended) The water dispenser of claim 64 wherein the replenishing 
means includes a central water inlet and the a diffuser ring is spaced horizontally away from the 
water inlet. 

73. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 69 wherein bubbles rise 
upwardly a distance of between about two and ten inches. 

74. (previously presented) The water dispenser of claim 69 wherein bubbles rise 
upwardly a distance of between about four and eight inches. 

75. (new) A water dispenser, comprising: 

a) a cabinet having upper and lower end portions and an interior; 

b) the cabinet having an inlet opening for receiving water from a water source; 

c) a reservoir contained within the cabinet, the reservoir containing water with a 
water surface and receiving water via the inlet opening from the water source; 

d) one or more spigots in fluid communication with the reservoir for dispensing 
water, each spigot having a manually operable valve handle that opens the spigot to dispense 
water from the spigot; 

e) a refrigeration system for cooling water within the reservoir; 

f) a di ffuser for emitting bubbles into the reservoir, said diffuser being a porous body 
having pores and contained within the reservoir that generates bubbles of a size that is defined 
by the size of the pores; 

g) an ozone generator housing supported next to the cabinet, said housing having an 
ozone generator inside the housing and air flow lines for transmitting air to and from the housing 
interior; and 

h) a timer that activates the ozone generator for a selected time interval. 

76. (new) The water dispenser of claim 75 wherein the ozone generator generates 
sufficient ozone bubbles to sterilize the water in the reservoir by bubbling air upwardly a distance 
of just a few inches. 

77. (new) The water dispenser of claim 75 wherein the diffuser is a ring positioned 
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around the side of the reservoir at the bottom of the reservoir. 

78. (new) The water dispenser of claim 75 further comprising a transformer for 
generating high voltage electricity for the ozone generator. 

79. (new) The water dispenser of claim 75 wherein bubbles rise upwardly a distance 
of between about two and ten inches. 

80. (new) The water dispenser of claim 75 wherein bubbles rise upwardly a distance 
of between about four and eight inches. 

81 . (new) A water dispenser, comprising: 

a) a cabinet having upper and lower end portions and an interior; 

b) the cabinet having an inlet opening for receiving water from a water source; 

c) a reservoir contained within the cabinet, the reservoir containing water with a 
water surface and receiving water via the inlet opening from the water source; 

d) one or more spigots in fluid communication with the reservoir for dispensing 
water, each spigot having a manually operable valve handle that opens the spigot to dispense 
water from the spigot; 

e) a diffuser for emitting bubbles into the reservoir, said diffuser being a porous body 
contained within the reservoir; 

f) an ozone generator housing supported next to the housing, said housing having 
an ozone generator inside the housing and air flow lines for transmitting air to and from the 
housing interior; and 

g) a timer that activates the ozone generator for a selected time interval and then 
deactivates the ozone generator after the selected time interval expires. 

82. (new) The water dispenser of claim 81 wherein the ozone generator generates 
sufficient ozone to sterilize the water in the reservoir by bubbling air upwardly a distance of just 
a few inches. 

83. (new) The water dispenser of claim 81 further comprising means for enabling 
the ozone generator to continue to generate air flow into said ozone generator housing and air 
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diffuser via first and second air flow lines for selected time after the ozone generator has been 
deactivated. 

84. (new) The water dispenser of claim 81 further comprising a transformer for 
generating high voltage electricity for the ozone generator. 

85. (new) The water dispenser of claim 8 1 wherein bubbles rise upwardly a distance 
of between about two and ten inches. 

86. (new) The water dispenser of claim 8 1 wherein bubbles rise upwardly a distance 
of between about four and eight inches. 
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